Vehicle jamming
gang hits Joburg

BOTHO MOLOSANKWE
AND CANDICE BAILEY

ORE than 30 inci-
dents of car-jam-
ming theft are tak-

ing place in the -

high end shopping malls and
primary schools of Sandton
each week.

Yesterday, a dramatic early
morning shootout unfolded at
Bryanston Parallel Medium
Primary School between police
officers and a man in a black
Subaru believed to be a remote
control jamming thief.

The school had been on alert
after several incidents recently.
During the morning drop-off
rush yesterday, a security guard
handing out flyers warning of
the trend became suspicious of
a man in a Subaru who was
holding a handbag, and took
down the registration before
alerting the police. When police
arrived, the man shot at them.
Officers fired back, but the man
escaped. No one was injured in
the incident.

According to a security
guard at the school, last week a
woman in a Toyota Fortuner
reported that her handbag and
laptop had been stolen while
she was dropping her child off.

Then on Friday, a man, also
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4. Driver parks and leaves car.

2. Driver points and presses car remote to lock the vehicle.
3. Perpetrator presses household remote, holding button down.
4. The two signals operate at a 400 megaheriz frequency.

. The signal from the domestic remote blocks the signal of the car
remote. The locking action of the car is not activated.

5. The perpetrator accesses the car without breaking in and takes valuables

from the vehicle.

in a Fortuner, reported the theft
of his laptop. On Monday, a
woman, who had dropped off
her child at the school and had
stopped at a grocery store,
noticed that her handbag and
laptop were missing.

The Star understands that at
least four primary schools in
Sandton have been hit since
November — and incidents have
been reported at Sandton City
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and the Hobart shopping centre
in Bryanston.

A police source, who could
not be named, said on average
there were over 40 incidents of
theft out of vehicles reported in
Sandton each week. Of these,
85 percent were thefts in which
jamming took place.

In the scam, criminals use
domestic remote controls to
interfere with the signal of the
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Bryanston Parallel Medium

KFC’ Caring for the children In our Community

Schools, shopping malls targeted

car remote, preventing the car
from being locked. When the
motorists are out of sight, they
open the vehicle.

Just hours after the shootout
yesterday, Rivonia Primary
School sent out SMS alerts to
parents warning them about
the anti-locking scam.

. But school governing body
deputy chairwoman Disebo
Moephuli said she wasn't aware
of any incidents at the school.

Sandton police spokes-
woman Captain Kym Cloete
confirmed four schools were hit
in Sandton since November and
said the scam started at shop-
ping malls.

Sandton Community Police
Forum chairwoman Wendy
Vorster-Robertson said primary
schools were softer targets as

most parents walked their

small children to class. “Most of
the parents are going to work
and would have valuables in
their car that they don’t want to

take in with them,” she said.
At malls there has been a
constant increase in incidents
over the past 10 months. Some
crooks watched motorists pull
up while others targeted shop-
pers who dropped off their pur-
chases and returned to the

mall, Vorster-Robertson said.
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SCENE: Police search the spot where

a

man fired shots at them from

Bryanston Parallel Medium School
yesterday morning. The man is still

on the run.
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Now you can

drink to your
health!

Say NO to sugar-laden fruit ju

Fruit juices contain 5-7 teaspoons of sugar pe
250ml glass, even if they state “no sugar adde
because fruit juice is naturally heavily laden \
Fruit juices also typically contain only one ol
types of fruit, not the variety of multicolourec
and vegetables important for health.

The World Health Organisation  (V

recommends at least 5 fruft and vegetable portio
day (not frutt juice). These fruit and vegetables s
be varied, preferably of different colours, sinc

antioxidants they contain that give them their
AEE

various colours (red, blue, green, orange,
yellow, etc), each have different health &
benefits such as immune support,
brain function support, skin health
and detoxification.
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9 SUPERFRUIT™ EXTRACTS
mangosteen + acai +goji berry + noni

+ cranberry + pomegranate + bilberry bl

+ citrus bioflavonoids + blueberry, |
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Topmalls
appear to
attract

the thieves
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Servaas du Plessis, CEO of
Censeo, an insurance industry
assessing and verification com-
pany, said while there was not
an increase in incidents nation-
ally, some of the high-end shop-
ping malls in Sandton, Menlyn
and Durban had been hit.

Sandton City refused to
comment.

Gareth Kemp of the Hobart
centre in Bryanston said that
in two incidents last year,
laptops were taken from cars.

a great deal

cality,” Osborn



